
 
 
 
Dear Coach, 
We are pleased to invite you and your students to participate in the first annual Steve 
Sparks Memorial Forensics Tournament at Eau Claire North High School on 
Saturday, February 9, 2008.  We will be offering Wisconsin Forensic CoachesÕ 
Association events, with the exceptions that one 4x6 note card will  be allowed in Original 
Oratory, and that chairs, etc. may be used in Solo and Group Interp, in keeping with 
WHSFA rules.  For those schools belonging to the Wisconsin High School Forensics 
Association, be assured that WFCA rules and categories are very similar or identical to 
the WHSFA.  I have enclosed a copy of the differences in rules as well as registration 
limitations, category omissions, and deviations specific to this tournament.  For the exact 
WFCA rules, please go to www.wfcaforensics.org   Students may double or triple enter. 
 
The entry fee will be $6.00 per entry and $12.00 per group, and each school may bring a 
maximum of 50 entries.  Please bring one judge for every 5 entries (maximum: 5 judges 
per school).  Hired judges will be available for $15.00 per uncovered entry.  Concessions 
will be available for purchase at the tournament. 
 
The deadline for registration will be at 4 pm Friday, February 1.  Drops after this 
time will not reduce your fees.   Drops will be accepted without penalty until Tuesday, 
February 5.  After Tuesday each drop, add, or category change will incur a $5.00 
nuisance charge.  This fee must be paid at registration, or teams will not be able to 
compete.  Checks are payable to: North High School. 
 
The schedule will be as follows: 
7:45 Ð  8:15 ♦ Registration in Foyer under Husky 
 8:30 ♦ General Meeting in Auditorium for all contestants and judges (except  
      Radio Speakers and Extempers) 

♦ Radio Speakers and Extempers report to Draw/Prep in IMC 
 9:00 ♦ Round One 

10:15 ♦ Round Two 
11:30 ♦ Round Three 
1:30 ♦ Posting of Results via TV in Commons 
2:00 ♦ Final Rounds 
~ 3:45 ♦ Awards 

 
There will be awards for all finalists, qualitative awards for the top two small teams (5 - 
12 entries), and sweepstakes awards for the top five teams, based on the top 25 entries 
from each school. 
 
Please feel free to call us if you have questions. 
 
 
 
Danielle Richardson, Head Coach 
Bonni Knight, Assistant Coach, Tournament Director 

 

Eau Claire North High School Forensics 
1801 Piedmont Road, Eau Claire, WI 54703 



Category Omissions and Rule Deviations 
Specific to this Tournament 

 
 
All  WFCA rules wil l  be observed, with the fol lowing 
exceptions:  

1. One 4x6 note card will be permitted in Original Oratory. 
2. Chairs, etc. may be used in Solo and Group Interp, in keeping with 

WHSFA rules 
3. We will NOT be offering Group Discussion or Impromptu. 
4. We will NOT be separating Solo Humorous and Serious. 

 
Registration l imitations: 

• Each school will be able to enter a MAXIMUM of 50 entries 
• You will be allowed to have an unlimited number of entries in each 

category.   
• Double or triple entries are allowed.   
• Each school may bring a MAXIMUM of 5 judges Ð schools with 

more than 25 entries will be required to hire clean judges from us.  If 
you have extra clean judges, you may contact me and we will 
probably hire them. 

 
Remember: 

• The deadline for registration will be at 4 pm Friday, February 1.   
• Drops after this time will not reduce your fees.    
• Drops will be accepted without penalty until Tuesday, February 5.   
• After Tuesday, each drop, add or category change will incur a $5.00 

nuisance charge.  This fee must be paid at registration, or teams will 
not be able to compete. 

• PLEASE submit a roster with your registration.  This should list the 
names of your students in each category. 

 
Important: 
Tournament day drops MUST be called in on Saturday morning before your 
team departs for North.  Schools whose students are not transported as a 
team are exempt from this request. (i.e. nearby schools like EC Memorial, 
Regis, etc.)  This will help balance round sizes and make the tournament run 
more smoothly.  Call 715 829-1155. 



(Payable to North High School) 

* Steve Sparks Forensics Tournament * 
At Eau Claire North High School,  Saturday, Feb. 9, 2008 

Registration Form 
PLEASE EMAIL YOUR ENTRY , IF POSSIBLE, TO:  

bknight @ecasd.k12.wi.us  (Put “Forensics Registration” in subject line) 
(You will receive an email confirming your registration) 

 
Mail:      Bonni Knight   FAX [only if email is unavailable] To: (715) 852-6604 
  EC North HS   (Attention: Bonni Knight) 
  1801 Piedmont Rd.    
  Eau Claire, WI  54703  Phone 24 hours: (715) 829-1155 
 

*** Registrat ion Deadline is Fr iday, Feb. 1 at 4 pm*** 
 

 
School  _________________________  Phone _______________ 
 
Coach __________________________  Phone _______________ 
 
Email address  _________________________________________ 
 
# of             # of    
Entries/Category       Entries/Category 
 
_____ Demonstration 

_____ *Duo Interp 

_____ Extemporaneous 

_____ Farrago 

_____ Four Minute 

_____ *Group Interp 

_____ Moments in Hist. 

_____ Oral Interp of Lit 

_____ Oratory 

_____ *Play Acting 
 

_____ Poetry 

_____ Prose 

_____ Public Address 

_____ Radio 

_____ Solo Acting 

_____ Special Occasion 

_____ Storytelling 
 

 
Number of Individual Entries   _________ x $6.00 = _________ 
Number of Groups (*)    ________ x $12.00 = _________ 
Total Number of Entries    __________ 
Total Number of Judges You Are Providing __________ (max 5) 
Number of Uncovered Entries  ________ x $15.00 = _________  
Total $ Due ______________ 

Important:  PLEASE submit a roster with 
your registration.  This should l ist the names 
of your students in each category. 



A word about Steve Sparks… 
Steve was our assistant coach and an alumnus of the 
NHS Forensics program.  Steve died unexpectedly on 
August 2, 2007, due to a pulmonary embolism at the 
age of 26.  He had been planning to attend law school 
this fall. 
 
He came in every day, Monday through Friday, for 
seven months out of the year to coach for us.  He was a 
volunteer Ð we paid him almost nothing.  He was the 
gentle giant who ran our radio and extemp draw.  He 
also judged for us and traveled with us on all of our 
trips.  
  
His parents directed that the memorials from SteveÕs 
funeral go to the North High School Forensics Team, 
and we were the fortunate recipients of some generous 
donations. 
 
It is in honor of our dear friend, mentor, coach, and 
colleague that we have decided to name our 
tournament the Steve Sparks Memorial Forensics 
Tournament.  If you knew Steve at all, then you know 
what we have lost and you understand how lost we are 
without him. 
 
Sincerely, 
Bonni Knight 


